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Introduction 

The Borough of Newtown adopted an Act 537 Plan Revision in 2013.  The chosen alternative in 
the Act 537 Plan Revision provides for the continued use and expansion of the Bucks County 
Water and Sewer Authority (BCWSA) Conveyance System.  Since the adoption of the plan  by 
the Borough in 2013 and the approval of the plan by the PA DEP in May 2014, a new Supplemental 
Agreement has been signed between the Newtown, Bucks County, Joint Municipal Authority 
(NBCJMA) and the BCWSA.  A copy of the Supplemental Agreement is attached as Appendix A.  
This Act 537 Plan Special Study will amend the 2012 Plan Revision to incorporate the 
new agreement executed September 17, 2019, includes the NBCJMA I/I Program Update and 
incorporates the latest information from the BCWSA required by the PADEP.   

Previous Wastewater Planning 

No additional local or reginal planning has occurred since 2013.  Please refer to the December 
2012 Act 537 Plan Revision, approved by PA DEP May 2014 for previous wastewater planning. 

Physical and Demographic Analysis 

No changes have occurred since 2013.  Please refer to the December 2012 Act 537 Plan Revision, 
approved by PA DEP May 2014 for physical and demographic analysis. 

Existing Sewage Facilities 

No changes have occurred since 2013.  Please refer to the December 2012 Act 537 Plan Revision, 
approved by PA DEP May 2014 for existing sewage facilities. 

Future Growth and Land Development 

No changes have occurred since 2013.  Please refer to the December 2012 Act 537 Plan 
Revision, approved by PA DEP May 2014 for future growth and land development.  A copy of the 
Neshaminy Interceptor connection management plan is attached as Appendix B. 

Identify alternatives to provide new or improved wastewater disposal facilities 

The alternatives have been identified in the Neshaminy Interceptor Evaluation for Municipal 
Planning in Lower Bucks County dated March 2015, revised September 2015 and last revised 
January 2016.  A copy has been included as Appendix C. 



 

 

Evaluation of Alternatives 

The alternative evaluation is presented in the Neshaminy Interceptor Evaluation for Municipal 
Planning in Lower Bucks County dated March 2015, revised September 2015 and last revised 
January 2016.  A copy has been included as Appendix C.  The three alternatives that were 
evaluated are as follows: 

1. Removal and replacement of the existing sewer with larger diameter pipe. 
2. Installing a relief sewer alongside the existing interceptor. 
3. Lining the existing interceptor. 

The recommended alternative is the lining of the 30”, 33”, 36” and 42” portions of the Interceptor, 
plus lining the first 3,000 feet of 48” Interceptor plus construction of a relief sewer along the 54” 
portion of the Interceptor at an estimate cost of $18,173,000 (2016 dollars) .  

Included as part of any alternative is the NBCJMA I/I Remediation Plan Update.  A copy is 
attached as Appendix D. 

 

Institutional Evaluation 

No changes have occurred since 2013.  Please refer to the December 2012 Act 537 Plan Revision, 
approved by PA DEP May 2014 for existing sewage facilities. 

 

Implementation Schedule and Justification for Selected Technical and Institutional Alternatives 

The implementation schedule provided by the BCWSA is based on the PA DEP Plan Approval for 
the Neshaminy Interceptor Improvements is as follows: 

 

54 Inch Interceptor Relief Sewer(**) 

Design, Easements and Permits………………………………………………within 8 months 

Bid, Award and Construction Completion…………………………………..within 18 months 

 

30-inch, 33-inch, 36-inch, 42-inch and 48-inch Interceptor Lining (**) 

Design, Easements and Permits……………………………………………..within 12 months 

Bid, Award and Construction Completion…………………………………..within 24 months 



** Interceptor Manhole Inspections will be conducted during Interceptor Improvements. Manhole 
Defects identified during inspections will be scheduled for repair within 12 months of discovery. 

 

Neshaminy Interceptor Improvements Financing 

Improvements are being financed with Year 2015A Sewer Revenue Bond funds.  The debt service 
for this Bond issue is included in the wholesale sewer rate as per the BCWSA. 

 

Neshaminy Interceptor Improvements-Easement 

As per the BCWSA, the construction of the 54-inch Interceptor relief sewer will require acquisition 
of additional easements adjacent to the existing sanitary sewer easement.  Easements will be 
obtained from one or more private property owners and Bensalem Township, as required. 

The installation of CIPP lining is expected to be conducted from existing right-of-ways and 
existing Interceptor easements.  Temporary construction easements will be obtained, if needed. 

 

Neshaminy Interceptor Improvements – PNDI and BHP 

As per the BCWSA, it is anticipated the 54-inch Interceptor relief sewer will be installed utilizing 
directional drilling.  Excavation areas will be identified in submittals to PNDI and BHP for their 
determinations. 

No excavation is anticipated for installation of liners.  If excavation is anticipated during the 
preparation of bid documents, those location will be identified in submittals to PNDI and BHP for 
their determinations. 
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NBCJMA 2019 I/I PROGRAM UPDATE 

I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
Extraneous water from infiltration/inflow (I/I) sources reduces the useful life, and the 
capacity of sewer systems and treatment facilities to transport and treat domestic and 
industrial wastewaters. It also adds to the cost to rate payers for the collection, 
conveyance and treatment of these flows.  Infiltration enters a sanitary sewer system 
through defective sewer pipe joints, breaks, or manhole defects, and occurs when existing 
sewer lines and manholes age and undergo material and joint degradation.  Inflow 
normally occurs when rainfall and/or groundwater enters the sewer system through direct 
connections such as roof leaders, yard drains, catch basins, sump pumps, defective 
manhole covers and frame seals, or indirect connections with storm sewers. The removal  
of I/I by sewer system rehabilitation, replacement and inflow source removal, combined 
with an on-going operation and maintenance program, is essential to protect the 
environment and the significant capital investment in the Newtown, Bucks County, Joint 
Municipal Authority (NBCJMA) sewers and the regional conveyance and wastewater 
treatment facilities.  
 
 
II.  BACKGROUND 
 
There are three major components of wastewater flow in a sanitary sewer system, base 
sanitary (or wastewater) flow, groundwater infiltration and rainfall derived inflow and 
infiltration, more commonly referred to as inflow. Every sewer system has some infiltration 
and/or inflow.  Historically, small amounts of I&I are expected and tolerated. However, 
infiltration and inflow may be considered excessive when it surcharges mains and 
manholes and is the cause of sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs).  
 
The NBCJMA program includes a comprehensive evaluation of the Authority’s sanitary 
sewer system, focusing on infiltration and inflow (I/I) within the system. The program goals 
include the quantification of I/I volumes within the system, identification of those portions 
of the system that are major contributors of I/I, and implementation of a cost-effective 
rehabilitation program within the targeted areas.  The program has been ongoing since 
1997.  The results of the program have been successful to date; lowering or maintaining 
average daily flows since that time with the addition of over 1,000 EDUs to the system.  
 
The successful implementation of the NBCJMA program has been due to several 
reasons.  Primarily the results are a credit to the NBCJMA Board’s commitment to 
continually monitoring the system.  Specific policies and practices that have contributed 
to the success and that will remain part of the program are: 
 

• Modified the Standard Construction and Material Specifications to allow only DIP 
for use in new developments.  Also, only inside drop connections are permitted 
utilizing 6 foot diameter manholes. 

• An extensive permanent metering program to monitor flows throughout their 
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system at points of connection to the Bucks County Water and Sewer Authority 
(BCWSA) system.   

• CCTV inspection of the sewers is an ongoing program.  
• Grouting and lining of sections of the system has been performed as have 

replacements of sections of older interceptors.  $300,000 per year was spent from 
1997 through 2006. 

• Replacement of old castings is done regularly with road way improvements done 
in both the Borough and Township. 

• Initiative to replace broken vent and cleanout riser and caps on private property at 
the NBCJMA’s cost. 

 
  
III. PURPOSE 

 
The intent of this update is to address the requirements of the BCWSA Settlement 
Agreement with the PADEP to reduce the flows to the Neshaminy Interceptor and Totem 
Road Pumping Station.  The NBCJMA Program has been and will continue to be a 
systematic, comprehensive approach for conducting sewer system evaluations. Although 
site-specific conditions may warrant different approaches, these guidelines provide the 
overall framework for performing the required work. The I/I analyses are typically divided 
into the following phases: 
 

Phase 1 – Data Collection 
Task 1.1  -  Collection System Inspection 
Task 1.2  -  Review and Assessment of Existing Information 
Task 1.3  -  Flow Monitoring 
Task 1.4  -  Physical Survey 
Task 1.5  -  Televisual (CCTV) Inspections 
Task 1.6  -  Building Inspections 
Task 1.7  -  Lateral Inspections 
Task 1.8  -  Smoke Testing 

 
Phase 2 - System Repair and Rehabilitation Activities 

Task 2.1  -  Internal Mainline Sewer Repair 
Task 2.2  -  External Mainline Sewer Repair  
Task 2.3  -  Internal Manhole Repair 
Task 2.4  -  External Manhole Repair 
Task 2.5  -  Building Repairs 
Task 2.6  -  Lateral Repairs 

 
Phase 3 - Program Reporting Activities 

Monthly Status Reports 
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IV. GOALS 
 

• To reduce ratepayer costs for transporting and treating wastewater by 
implementing cost-effective I&I reduction projects. 

• To address the requirement of the Supplemental Agreement between the 
NBCJMA and the BCWSA. 

• To minimize liability from water pollution and public health risks by eliminating 
sanitary sewer overflows in storm events. 

• To eliminate sufficient I&I for an estimated reduction of 120,000 gpd AADF over 
the next 10 years for the Township and Borough. 

• To eliminate sufficient I&I to avoid the capital costs to the NBCJMA of any 
Neshaminy Interceptor expansion not needed to support the build-out of certain 
neighborhoods. 

• To eliminate enough I&I to offset the environmental and regulatory impact of 
sewer system expansion and increased water demand over the next 10 years. 

 
 
V. DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM 
 

Phase 1 - I/I Investigations 
Task 1.1  - Collection System Inspection 
The NBCJMA regularly conducts night studies and visual inspections of the 
sanitary sewer system. These inspections focus on those portions of the system 
that are known problem areas or are suspected of contributing I/I to the system. 
The areas to be inspected will be based on historical information such as historical 
flow meter data surcharged areas, manhole overflows, high maintenance areas, 
complaints by residents, odor problems, etc. 
 
Attached as Appendix A is a map of the NBCJMA collection system delineating the 
major drainage basins, the sub-basins draining to the nine (9) permanent metering 
locations in the system, the locations of all pumping stations and the tributary 
service areas to these pumping stations.   

 
The inspections and metered flow information will be used to identify problem 
areas that require repair. The inspections will also be used to determine the need 
for placement of any temporary flow meters as part of the flow monitoring program 
defined in Task 1.3. 

 
Task 1.2  -  Review and Assessment of Existing Information 

 
Available data such as sewer system drawings, metering records (metering data 
from 1995 to present is available in 15 minute intervals), precipitation quantities, 
past reports, and other pertinent information as well as NBCJMA staff experience 
with the system will be reviewed and constantly updated. The information will be 
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used to prioritize sewer system sub drainage areas, identify key manholes within 
each sub drainage area for further investigation and possible temporary flow 
metering purposes, and plan future work tasks. 

Task 1.3  -  Flow Monitoring 

A temporary flow metering program was initially implemented in the fall of 1997 to 
identify and quantify extraneous flows within the system. That program was used 
to prioritize the work performed to date.  Subsequent metering has been done 
through the years on an as needed basis to gauge the results of remediation and 
repair work.  The NBCJMA has turned over eight (8) permanent meters to the 
BCWSA.  Prior to this, the NBCJMA owned, maintained and calibrated the meters 
on a monthly basis.  Flows were monitored in “real time” and actions taken to 
address extraneous flows. Attached as Appendix B is an historical graph of the 
average daily flows discharged from the system since 1997.  Peak flows and 
SSOs are also monitored and used to prioritize repair work.  Appendix C provides 
a tabular record of permanent flow meter records for the past 5 years. 

Task 1.4  -  Physical Survey 

A physical survey of these prioritized areas of the sewer system is performed 
during and after wet weather and high groundwater conditions. The survey is 
typically conducted during late night-early morning hours when domestic 
wastewater flows are typically at a minimum and infiltration is the primary flow 
component. 

Task 1.5  -  Internal Televisual (CCTV) Inspection 

Using closed circuit televisual equipment (CCTV), the sewers identified during the 
physical survey as having excessive flow are internally inspected. CCTV 
inspections are performed in conjunction with the metering program and physical 
survey during periods of wet weather.  The Authority has their own CCTV rig and 
flusher.  This enables them to identify and quickly internally inspect areas of 
concern.  The NBCJMA also contracts out larger work that involves air testing and 
grouting of lines. 

Task 1.6  -  Building Inspections 

In portions of the system identified as having extraneous flow, a building inspection 
program is performed to identify sources of inflow, such as possible sump pump 
connections.  The NBCJMA has asked residents for voluntary access at times to 
inspect private systems and to identify sump pump connections.  
Attached Appendix D is a letter from 1997 as an example of the Authority’s 
successful voluntary program.  The Township and Borough also have 
ordinances prohibiting 
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sump pump and other extraneous flow connections to the public sewer system.  A 
copy of these ordinances are attached as Appendix E to this Plan. 

Task 1.7  -  Lateral Inspections 

In portions of the system identified by CCTV inspection as having extraneous flow, 
a building lateral inspection program is performed on laterals suspected of being 
sources of I/I.  The Authority personnel routinely check cleanouts in yards for 
evidence of sump pump discharges. 

Task 1.8  -  Smoke Testing 

The purpose of smoke testing is to identify sources of inflow in the sewer system. 
Smoke testing is a tool that could be utilized during dry weather and unfrozen 
ground conditions. Emissions of smoke from a drainage appurtenances or other 
structures provides evidence of its suspected connection to the test sewer section. 

Phase 2 - System Repair and Rehabilitation Activities 

Task 2.1  -  Internal Mainline Sewer Repair 

Portions of the mainline sewer identified as having points of leakage are internally 
tested and sealed. This work will be based on the results of the physical survey 
and CCTV testing of the system. 

Task 2.2  -  External Mainline Sewer Repair 

Those portions of the sewer identified as having significant damage are externally 
repaired or replaced. The areas to be repaired will be based on information 
obtained during Phase 1 of the program (i.e., inspection, metering program, 
physical survey, CCTV inspection). 

Task 2.3  - Internal Manhole Repair 

Manholes that are identified as having minor points of leakage are sealed. A hole 
is drilled in each area of active leakage. Chemical grout is injected through each 
drill hole into the defected and surrounding soil. When the active leakage is sealed, 
the injection holes are subsequently sealed with patching material. 
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Manholes identified as having more significant leakage are internally restored.  
Restoration is by means of a liner application. Loose and unsound material will be 
removed and the internal manhole surfaces will be cleaned. Active infiltration must 
be sealed prior to making the application.  

 
Task 2.4  - External Manhole Repair  

 
Manholes identified as having significant damage will be externally repaired or 
replaced. The manholes to be repaired or replaced will be based on information 
obtained during Phase 1 of the program (i.e., inspection, metering program, 
physical survey, CCTV inspection). 

 
Task 2.5  - Building Sewer Repair  

 
The results of the building inspections performed under Task 1.6 of this program 
will determine the need to conduct repairs or modifications to buildings sewers 
connected to the system. Typically, this work involves disconnecting inflow 
sources, such as sump pumps, roof leaders, etc. As mentioned above, the 
NBCJMA has done repairs to vent caps and cleanouts for residents.  This has 
resulted in some homeowners permitting Authority personnel access voluntarily to 
their homes for inspections.  The ordinances attached in Appendix E also provide 
the municipal backing to undertake these efforts.  Aside from some individual 
projects undertaken by the NBCJMA, responsibility for these repairs is the property 
owners. 
 
Task 2.6  - Lateral Repair  

 
The results of the lateral inspections performed under Task 1.7 of this program will 
determine the need to conduct repairs to building laterals connected to the system. 
This work can involve internal repairs to seal leaks or joints or may involve the 
complete replacement of the lateral. Since these portions of the system are 
dedicated to the NBCJMA, the responsibility for the repairs lies with the Authority. 
 
Phase 3 - Program Reporting Activities 

 
Monthly Status Reports 

 
NBCJMA staff prepare monthly status reports providing a summary of the work 
completed.  These reports are used to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
investigations and repairs preformed to date and to direct efforts and resources in 
the future. 
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Yearly Status Reports 
 
NBCJMA staff and consultant will summarize the monthly reports and provide an 
annual report with the Chapter 94 reporting done each March. 
 
 
 

VI. CURRENT ACTIVITIES 
 

Based on the Tasks referenced herein, the NBCJMA is currently replacing 5,900 
LF of 8-inch VCP and 25 manholes in the Nob Hill and a portion of the Devonshire 
Meadows developments tributary to the Colonial Commons Pumping Station.  
This is a continuation of the work initiated in 2011 with the replacement 1915 LF 
of 8-inch VCP and 9 manholes in another portion of the Devonshire Meadows 
development also tributary to the Colonial Commons Pumping Station.  As 
reported to the PADEP and in the NBCJMA tributary municipality Chapter 94 
forms, SSOs have occurred at the pumping station during certain rainfall events.  
Substantial work has been performed in the past in this tributary area including 
“fold and form” lining of the sewers, air testing and grouting of the mains and 
laterals, house inspections and the identification and removal of sump pumps 
connected.  The effectiveness of this work has been limited.  During 2019, the 
NBCJMA awarded a contract to replace the VCP with DIP, new manholes and new 
6 inch laterals.  Additionally, since a major source of I/I is from private sources, 
the NBCJMA has included the CCTV inspection of the 4-inch building sewer and 
replacement of any found to be defective. Trench drains will be installed in strategic 
locations during the work.  The purpose of these drains is to reduce the 
groundwater in the sewer trenches.  It is anticipated that substantial completion 
of the project will occur in the Spring of 2020. 
 
Additional measures implemented by the NBCJMA have been: 

• Updating of the NBCJMA Standard Material and Construction 
Specifications.  Among the already specified use of DIP for all new sewers, 
manholes chimney seals and more stringent lateral construction 
requirements have been added. 

• The Authority staff have continued an ongoing program of identifying broken 
vent caps and risers and repairing them. 

• Manhole frames and covers are replaced during roadway paving operations 
in the oldest sections of the system (Newtown Borough) with newer, 
gasketed frames and covers. 

• BCWSA metering records are reviewed by NBCJMA staff and consultants 
and monitored for any apparent malfunctions or indicators of I/I. 
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VII. PROJECTED AND ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
 

It is difficult to clearly define excessive I/I into sewer systems. Sewer systems 
respond over a range of precipitation events depending on intensity and duration, 
along with varying groundwater levels at the time of the event. Based on the 
approach adopted by this Plan, the NBCJMA considers the following I/I sources as 
excessive, and every attempt will be made to identify and eliminate as part of the 
I/I Program: 
 

• I/I sources directly or indirectly contributing substantial volumes to wet 
weather SSO events or otherwise as necessary to prevent SSO events.  

• Infiltration and inflow sources which can cost-effectively be removed from 
the sewer system. 

• All public and private inflow sources, unless existing conditions render 
such removal technically infeasible or cost prohibitive.  

 
The system map included in Appendix A, provides a breakdown of the 3 major 
drainage basins, the sub basins tributary to the metering chambers and sub-basins 
tributary to the NBCJMA pumping stations.  As indicators (flow meter data, SSOs, 
house back-ups, pump timer readings, etc.) warrant, the NBCJMA will further 
investigate and refine these drainage areas to direct future efforts.  After the 
completion of the 2019 Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project in the spring of 2020, 
the NBCJMA efforts will be focused on evaluating the effectiveness of the project 
and determine future work to achieve the stated goals of this program. 
Effectiveness will be measured by the elimination of SSOs at the pumping station, 
pump timer information/draw down tests, the reduction in customer complaints of 
backups into residences, and the ongoing monitoring the NBCJMA does as has 
been described herein. 
 
No future projects are identified at this time since no specific areas are noted as 
contributing to SSOs or to other excess flows.  The continual monitoring of the 
system as proposed in this plan will lead to identified projects on a as needed 
basis.  The NBCJMA will continue the ongoing maintenance efforts that have led 
to the reduction in flows over the years of the program.  The older system in the 
Borough is a current focus of these investigations. 
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Appendix B
Newtown, Bucks County, Joint Municipal Authority

Average Monthly Flows

Sites 1 thru 9 Regression Trend
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Meter Site 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019*
1 0.104 0.107 0.104 0.097 0.098 0.094
2 0.048 0.045 0.042 0.041 0.048 0.445
3 0.022 0.022 0.022 0.021 0.02 0.018
4 1.465 1.385 1.33 1.346 1.576 1.578
5 0.279 0.261 0.251 0.273 0.378 0.369
6 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.052 0.050
7 0.02 0.017 0.015 0.01 0.008 0.012
9 0.019 0.022 0.023 0.025 0.021 0.228

Total 2.007 1.909 1.837 1.863 2.201 2.4482

Rain Fall 60.949 58.025 56.097 56.524 74.97 44.42

* Through October

Appendix C
Newtown, Bucks County, Joint Municipal Authority

5 year Meter Flows
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Newtown Township
Thursday, January 24, 2019

Chapter 18. Sewers

Part 1. BUILDING SEWERS AND CONNECTIONS

§ 18-101.1. Purpose and Policy.

[Ord. 29-1962, 8/13/1962; as added by Ord. 98-O-4, 3/11/1998, § I(8)]
This Part sets forth uniform requirements for direct and indirect discharges to the sewer system.

§ 18-101.2. Definitions.

[Ord. 29-1962, 8/13/1962, Art. 1; as amended by Ord. 98-O-4, 3/11/1998, § I(8)]
Unless the context specifically and clearly indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this Part 1
shall be as follows:

AUTHORITY
Newtown, Bucks County, Joint Municipal Authority, a Pennsylvania municipality authority.

BUILDING SEWER
The extension from the sewage drainage system of any improved property to the lateral of a
sewer.

IMPROVED PROPERTY
Any property within this Township upon which there is erected a structure intended for continuous
or periodic habitation, occupancy or use by human beings or animals and from which structure
sewage and/or industrial wastes shall be or may be discharged.

INDUSTRIAL WASTES
Any solid, liquid or gaseous substance or water borne waste or form of energy rejected or
escaping in the course of any industrial, manufacturing, trade or business process or in the course
of the development, recovery or processing of natural resources, as distinct from sanitary sewage.

LATERAL
That part of the "Sewer System" extending from a "Sewer" to the curb line or, if there shall be no
curb line, to the edge of the pavement or to the edge of cartway, if not paved, or, if no such
"Lateral" shall be provided, then "Lateral" shall mean that portion of, or place in a "Sewer" which is
provided for connection of any of any "Building Sewer."

OWNER
Any "Person" vested with ownership, legal or equitable, sole or partial, or any property located in
this Township.

PERSON
Any individual, partnership, company, association, society, corporation or other group or entity.

SEWAGE
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1. 
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3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Water-carried household and toilet wastes from any residence, commercial and industrial
establishment.

SEWER
Any pipe or conduit constituting a part of the "Sewer System" used or usable for sewage collection
purposes.

SEWER SYSTEM
All temporary and permanent facilities at anytime and from time to time owned or leased to and
operated by the Authority and used or usable for or in connection with the collection, treatment
and disposal of sanitary sewage and acceptable industrial waste.

TOWNSHIP
The Township of Newtown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, a political subdivision, acting by and
through its Board of Supervisors.

§ 18-102. Use of Public Sewers Required.

[Ord. 29-1962, 8/13/1962, Art. 2; as amended by Ord. 98-O-4, 3/11/1998, § I(8)]

The owner of any improved property located in this Township and which improved property is or
hereafter becomes accessible to and whose principal building is within 150 feet of the sewer
system, shall make connection therewith, in such manner as this Township and the Authority may
require, within 60 days after notice to such owner from this Township to make such connection, for
the purpose of discharge of all sewage and acceptable industrial wastes from such improved
property, subject to such limitations and restrictions as shall be established herein or otherwise be
established by this Township or the Authority, from time to time.

All sewage and acceptable industrial wastes from any improved property, after connection of such
improved property with a sewer shall be required under Subsection (1) of this § 102, shall be
conducted into a sewer, subject to such limitations and restrictions as shall be established herein
or otherwise shall be established by this Township or the Authority, from time to time.

No person shall place or deposit or permit to be placed or deposited upon public or private
property within this Township any sewage or industrial wastes in violation of Subsection (1) of this
§ 102.

No person shall discharge or permit to be discharged to any natural outlet within this Township any
sewage or industrial wastes in violation of Subsection of this § 102, except where suitable
treatment has been provided which is satisfactory to this Township.

No privy vault, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank, holding tank or similar receptacle shall be used and
maintained at any time upon any improved property which has been connected to a sewer or
which shall be required under Subsection (1) of this § 102 to be connected to a sewer.

Every such privy vault, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank, holding tank or similar receptacle in
existence shall be abandoned and, at the discretion of this Township, shall be cleansed and filled
under the direction and supervision of this Township; and any such privy vault, cesspool, sinkhole,
septic tank, holding tank or similar receptacle not so abandoned and, if required by this Township,
cleansed and filled, shall constitute a nuisance and such nuisance may be abated as provided by
law, at the expense of the owner of such improved property.

No privy vault, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank, holding tank or similar receptacle at any time shall
be connected with a sewer.

The notice by this Township to make a connection to a sewer, referred to in Subsection (1) of this
§ 102, shall consist of a copy of this Part 1, including any amendments at the time in effect, and a
written or printed document requiring the connection, and may be given at any time after a sewer
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

is in place which can receive and convey sewage and industrial wastes for treatment and disposal
from the particular improved property. Such notice shall be served upon the owner either by
personal service or by registered or certified mail, as provided by law.

§ 18-103. Building Sewers and Connections.

[Ord. 29-1962, 8/13/1962, Art. 3]

Except as otherwise provided in this Subsection (1) of this § 103, each improved property shall be
connected separately and independently with a sewer through a building sewer. Grouping of more
than one improved property on one building sewer shall not be permitted except under special
circumstances and for good sanitary reasons or other good cause shown, but then only after
special permission of this Township and the Authority, in writing, shall have been secured.

All costs and expenses of construction of a building sewer and all coats and expenses of
connection of a building sewer to a lateral or sewer shall be borne by the owner of the improved
property to be connected; and such owner shall indemnify and save harmless this Township and
the Authority from all loss or damage that may be occasioned, directly or indirectly, as a result of
construction of a building sewer or of connection of a building sewer to a lateral or sewer.

A building sewer shall be connected to a sewer at the place designated by the Authority or where
the lateral is provided.

The invert of a building sewer at the point of connection shall be at the same or a higher elevation
than the invert of the lateral or sewer. A smooth, neat joint shall be made and the connection of a
building sewer to the lateral shall be made secure and watertight.

If the owner of any improved property located in the Township and which improved property is or
hereafter becomes accessible to and whose principal building is within 150 feet from the sewer
system, after 60 days notice from the Township, in accordance with § 102(1), shall fail to connect
such improved property, as required, this Township may enter upon such property and construct
such connection and may collect from such owner the costs and expenses thereof. In such case,
the Township shall forthwith, upon completion of the work, send an itemized bill of the cost of
construction of such connection to the owner of the improved property to which connection as
been so made, which bill shall be payable forthwith. In case of neglect or refusal by the owner of
such improved property to pay said bill, the Township shall file municipal liens for said construction
within six months of the date of the completion of the construction of said connection, the same to
be subject in all respects to the general law provided for the filing and recovery of municipal liens.

§ 18-104. Rules and Regulations Governing Building Sewers and
Connections to Sewers.

[Ord. 29-1962, 8/13/1962, Art. 4; as amended by Ord. 56-1973, 11/5/1973; as amended by Ord. 98-O-
4, 3/11/1998, § I]

Where an improved property, at the time connection to a sewer is served by its own sewage
disposal system or device, the existing house sewer line shall be broken on the structure side of
such sewage disposal system or device and attachment shall be made, with proper fittings, to
continue such house sewer line as a building sewer.

No building sewer shall be covered until it has been inspected and approved by this Township and
the Authority. If any part of a building sewer is covered before so being inspected and approved, it
shall be uncovered for inspection at the cost and expense of the owner of the improved property to
be connected to a sewer.
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Every building sewer of any improved property shall be maintained in a sanitary, safe and
watertight operating condition by the owner of such improved property.

Every excavation for a building sewer shall be guarded adequately with barricades and lights to
protect all persons from damage and injury. Streets, sidewalks and other public property disturbed
in the course of installation of a building sewer shall be restored, at the cost and expense of the
owner of the improved property being connected, in a manner satisfactory to this Township.

If any person shall fail or refuse, upon receipt of a written notice of this Township or the Authority,
in writing, to remedy any unsatisfactory condition with respect to a building sewer, within 60 days
of receipt of such notice, this Township or the Authority may refuse to permit such person to
discharge sewage and industrial wastes into the sewer system until such unsatisfactory condition
shall have been remedied to the satisfaction of this Township and the Authority.

This Township reserves the right to adopt, from time to time, additional rules and regulations as it
shall deem necessary and proper relating to connections with a sewer and the sewer system,
which additional rules and regulations, to the extent appropriate, shall be and shall be construed
as part of this Part.

It shall be the owner's responsibility to maintain, repair and/or replace building sanitary drainage
systems if the Township determines that they do not meet the requirements of the Part. All building
sanitary drainage systems to the sanitary sewer main shall be borne by the owner. In the case
where damages to the sanitary sewer main occur due to a building sanitary drainage system, it
shall be the responsibility of the building sanitary system owner to replace or repair the length of
pipe to which the indemnify the Township from any loss or damage that may directly or indirectly
be occasioned by the installation of the building sanitary drainage system.

Where existing building sanitary systems connected to the sanitary sewer main area to be
abandoned by reason of demolition of buildings and structures or for any other reason, they shall
be disconnected and permanently sealed at the sanitary sewer main. All costs and expenses
incidental to this work shall be borne by the owner. Existing building sanitary drainage systems
may be used in connection with new buildings only when they are found, after examination and
testing as directed to meet all requirements of this Part.

The size, slope, alignment, materials or construction of a building sanitary drainage system and
the methods to be used in excavation, placing of the pipe, joint testing and backfilling the trench
shall all conform to the requirements of the Building and Plumbing Codes and other applicable
rules and regulations.

Whenever possible, the building sanitary drainage system shall be brought to the building at an
elevation below the basement floor. In the instance where gravity flow in the building drainage
system to the sanitary sewer main is not possible, sanitary wastewater shall be lifted and
discharged to the sanitary sewer main by a means approved in accordance with the requirements
of the Building and Plumbing Codes, with all costs being borne by the owner. Floor drains in any
new building located below finished grade shall not be connected to the building sanitary drainage
system. In the instance where either an existing building sanitary drainage system is repaired or
buildings experience a maximum of two reported sewage backups through existing floor drains
within a two-year period, floor drains connected to building sanitary drainage systems shall be
disconnected or plugged. All costs and expenses incidental to this work shall be borne by the
owner.

The Township or the Authority reserves the right to refuse permission to connect to the sewer
system, to compel discontinuance of use of the sewer system, or to compel pretreatment of
industrial wastes by any industry in order to prevent discharges deemed harmful, or to have a
deleterious effect upon any portion of the sewer system. The discharge of roof water, storm water,
surface drainage, building foundation drainage or accumulated water as the result of heavy rains,
flooding, or otherwise by the pumping of a sump-pump or other method into the sewer system is
expressly prohibited.
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The Authority's representatives shall have access at all reasonable times to water and any other
meters used for establishing or determining water consumption, water excluded from the sewer
system and/or waste waters discharged to the sewer system.

No person shall make connection of sump pumps, roof down spouts, foundation drains, areaway
drains, floor drains or other sources of surface run-off or groundwater to a building sanitary
drainage system or building drain which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a Township
sanitary sewer main, unless such connection is approved in writing by the Township for purposes
of disposal of polluted surface drainage or for the prevention of potentially hazardous conditions.

The connection of the building sanitary drainage system into the Township sanitary sewer main
shall be made with either a wye-type fitting or as directed by the Township and must comply with
applicable rules and regulations of the Township. All such connections shall be made gas tight,
water tight and must be inspected. Hydrostatic pressure testing of all new or replacement building
sanitary drainage systems shall be required and testing procedures must conform to the
requirements of the Township's Building and Plumbing Codes. Any deviation from the prescribed
procedures and material must be approved by the Township before installation. Upon
determination by the Township that a new or existing building sanitary drainage system connection
is not properly discharging wastewater flow into the sanitary sewer main, the owner shall be
required to repair or replace the existing sanitary sewer connection system. In the instance where
the owner connect separately to the sanitary sewer main. All costs and expenses incidental to this
work shall be borne by the owner.

The applicant for the building sanitary drainage system permit shall notify the Authority when the
building sanitary drainage system is ready for inspection and connection to the Township sanitary
sewer main. The connection to the sanitary sewer main and testing shall be made under the
supervision of the Authority or its representative.

§ 18-105. Enforcement.

[Ord. 29-1962, 8/13/1962, Art. V; as amended by Ord. 91-O-11, 7/22/1991; by Ord. 97-O-22,
12/3/1997; and by Ord. 98-O-4, 3/11/1998, § 1(8)]

Any person who shall violate this Part shall be liable, upon conviction for a first offense and
conviction for each subsequent offense, to a fine of not less than $15 nor more than $1,000. Each
day that a violation shall continue shall be deemed and shall be taken to be a separate offense
and shall be punishable as such.

Fines and costs imposed under provisions of this Part shall be enforceable and recoverable in the
manner at the time provided by applicable law.
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Borough of Newtown, PA
Tuesday, April 10, 2018

Chapter 110. Plumbing

Article II. Administration and Enforcement

§ 110-23. Property owners' rights.

Property owners shall be permitted to dig their own ditches, lay pipe and make connections and
engage in plumbing on their own properties only, subject to inspection and approval by the
Plumbing Inspector. The words "their own plumbing" shall be construed to include making repairs,
installations and maintenance of waterlines serving their respective properties.

Persons doing the work on their own properties shall not be subject to license fees and
examinations; however, plumbing and/or sewer permits must be obtained for the work.

No ditches or enclosures having pipes laid therein shall be closed or covered until pipes and
connections have been approved by the Plumbing Inspector.

§ 110-24. Right of entry.

[Amended 2-9-1993 by Ord. No. 508, approved 2-9-1993]
For the purpose of enforcing the rules and regulations of the borough and advancing and protecting
the public health, the Building Inspection Underwriters may enter upon the premises of any person,
firm or corporation connected to the system at any time after proper notification has been given to the
owner for the purpose of inspecting the sewer facilities located thereon and for the purpose of
determining compliance with the requirements of the borough. In the event that the Plumbing Inspector
or other duly authorized representatives are denied access to any customer's premises for these
purposes, the Building Inspection Underwriters reserves the right to discontinue sewer service to such
premises until inspection is permitted and compliance with the requirements of the borough has been
determined.

§ 110-25. Endorsement of permits.

Upon completion of the work and after the Plumbing Inspector has accepted the work as conforming to
this chapter, the plumbing permit and/or sewer permit will be endorsed by the Plumbing Inspector and
returned to the Authority.

§ 110-26. Conformity required; inspection.

From and after the passage of this chapter, the construction of plumbing systems shall be
conducted only under and in accordance with the following rules, regulations and requirements.

No change of drainage, sewerage or the sewer connections of any building or house shall be
permitted, unless notice therefor shall have been given the Building Inspection Underwriters.
[Amended 2-9-1993 by Ord. No. 508, approved 2-9-1993]
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C. All pipings, traps and fixtures of a plumbing system shall be inspected by the Plumbing Inspector
to ensure compliance with all of the requirements of this code in the installation and construction
of this system in accordance with the approved plans and their permit. It shall be the duty of the
plumber to notify the Plumbing Inspector orally, by telephone, or in writing not less than eight
working hours between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. before the work is to be inspected or
tested. It shall be the duty of the plumber to make sure that the work will stand the test prescribed
before giving the above notification. If the Plumbing Inspector finds that the work will not stand the
test, the plumber shall be required to renotify as above.
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